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Intro to the FinanciElle Bookshelf: 

A recent study by Merrill Lynch, conducted in partnership with Age Wave entitled, “Women and 

Financial Wellness: Beyond The Bottom Line”. The study found: 

“There’s a social taboo around talking about money that adds to the lack of confidence. 
Sixty-one percent of women would rather talk about their own death than money. 
And 45% of women say they do not have a financial role model. The media, even women’s media, is 
largely complicit and does not often contribute to smart and open dialogue about money, lifelong 
financial planning, and investing questions and needs.” 
 
That needs to change, the problem is, it’s all fine and good to tell women that they should be 
talking more about money, but there needs to be a space where they can do that and tools to help 
them do that so, those are some of my goals for the FinanciElle Bookshelf – a book club for women 
and money. 
 
Let’s talk about money. 
 
With the FinanciElle Bookshelf, I hope to –  

1. Get women talking about money by: 

 Inviting the @Financi_Elle Twitter followers to join me in reading and discussing a book 
selected by me. I’ll be posting questions on Twitter periodically throughout the month 
and opening the forum for discussion. Be sure to use #FinanciEllebookshelf when you 
tweet 

 Creating book club guides so that if you want to meet with a group of your BFFs, or 
female family members, or female colleagues… and answer the questions in a private 
space, you can do that 

2. Create an environment where women can be each other’s financial role models, the best 
way to learn is from each other 

3. Have some fun turning talking about money into a self-care practice that improves Financial 
Wellness 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ml.com/women-financial-wellness-age-wave.html
https://www.ml.com/women-financial-wellness-age-wave.html


 

Book Club Questions: 
 

 “You aren’t good or bad at anything you haven’t tried.” – Jaclyn Johnson 
o What are your thoughts on this quote? Do you have these feelings around money 

and business? 

 How have you turned something frustrating into fuel? 

 “Every single failure and fuckup becomes part of your story and trajectory. The lesson is 
always there.” – Jaclyn Johnson 

o What has been your biggest financial failure and how has it become part of your 
story? 

 “Money is an uncomfortable topic for most people. And as a twenty-something 
businesswoman, I wasn’t equipped to have that conversation and just assumed that we 
were both on the same page when it came to the dollars and cents of the business.” – Jaclyn 
Johnson 

o Have you had this experience with your business and how did you or are you coping 
with it? 

 “Our most valuable asset in the game is each other, building each other up and pushing 
each other forward, not down. Collaboration over competition, people? – Jaclyn Johnson 

o What are your thoughts and experiences about collaboration over competition – 
how are you incorporating this into your business/work life? 

 “Be open-minded and don’t be afraid to go deep. Don’t assume to know where someone 
else ‘intersects’ and what drives them. Ask.  

o What are your thoughts/feelings on this? How do you stay open-minded? 


